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This volume is the latest in the series ‘Advances in 
Steroid Biochemistry and Pharmacology’ which first 
appeared in 1970 with the intention of providing 
reviews of multidisciplinary aspects of steroid 
research. Whereas the first volume (cost ;E7.50) con- 
tamed reviews on 10 topics in 5 17 pages, this latest 
volume contains an editorial and reviews on 4 topics 
in 125 pages. Problems that have arisen from the use of 
steroids by normal women, for oral contraception and 
during pregnancy, form a common theme to the edi- 
torial and two of the reviews in this latest volume. 
In view of the numerous ide effects attributed to 
the present day use of combination steroidal contra- 
ceptives, the editorial, by A. Corbin, discusses the 
important problem of contraceptive t chnology in the 
future. Areas of current research are briefly outlined 
with the majority appearing to be in the non-steroidal 
field. 
The possibility that oestrogen-liver interactions 
may contribute to the rare but serious ide effects of 
oestrogens administered in oral contraceptives has 
stimulated interest in oestrogen receptors in the liver. 
A. J. Eisenfeld and R. F. Aten review what is known 
of the oestrogen receptors in the rn~rna~i~ liver and 
discuss how such knowledge might provide the foun- 
dation for formulating an oestrogen i  which side 
effects are diminished. 
A thorough review by M. H. Briggs and Maxine 
Briggs on the possible ffects of sex hormone xposure 
during pregnancy is well-timed in view of increasing 
concern about possible tetratogenic effects. These 
authors how that although sex hormones are often 
linked with foetal malformations when used by the 
mother during pregnancy,examination of theevidence 
does not usually substantiate such a link. 
A chapter by H . P. G . Schneider and G . Leyendecker 
on the normal and dysregulated human menstrual 
cycle gives an up-to-date review of the control of the 
menstrual cycle. Certain aspects of recent advances 
(mainly with regard to prolactin) which have contrib- 
uted to an understanding of the mechanisms involved 
in menstrual cycle dysfunction are reviewed together 
with a discussion of their cfinical management. 
The use of steroid anaesthetics with speciairefer- 
ence to two pregn~ediones, alph~~one and alpha- 
dolone is discussed by G. Hempelmann and D. Schaps. 
Details of their ph~macolo~ and the effects of these 
steroid anaesthetics on metabolism and resiiratory 
function are reviewed. 
This volume of Advances in Steroid Biochemistry 
and Pharmacology should be of interest o all those 
who prescribe steroids and also biochemists and 
pharmacologists interested in the development of new 
forms of steroid contraception and therapy. It is, 
however, hoped that future volumes in this series, 
which has now established its value in the field of 
steroid biochemistry and pharmacology, will include 
a greater number of reviews and more reviews relating 
to topics other than oral contraception. 
M.J.Reed 
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